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Thank you and best 
wishes to all 
On behalf of the staff at Killara 
High School, we thank our 
parents for their continued 
support in so many ways this 
year.   

We wish all of our students and 
their families all the best for the 
festive season, safe and happy 
holiday times, quality time spent 
with family and friends and 
some time to rejuvenate for 
another exciting and productive 
year at KHS in 2014. 

Judith Paszek,  
Acting Principal;  
Alison Gambino,  

Carla Marchesin and 
Liesl Williamson,  

Deputy Principals 
 
 

 

ArtExpress 
The following students have been selected to be included in ArtExpress 
2014:   
Hyun Jee Bae – “Drawing of my photographic memories” – Goulburn 
Regional Art Gallery 

Karina Bodnaruk – “Stitch Scapes” – The Armory Sydney Olympic Park, 
Margaret Whitlam Galleries, University of Western Sydney 

Yuyang Zeng – “Serendipity” – The Armory Sydney Olympic Park 
Of the 9,339 students who submitted Bodies of Works for the HSC Visual 
Arts Examination, only 305 students were nominated for ArtExpress. 
ArtExpress is an annual exhibition program featuring exemplary bodies of 
work from the NSW Higher School Certificate Visual Arts examination. 

Congratulations to these students. 

Reflections and Remarks from a Departing 
Principal 
Twelve years in the life of a school the size of Killara inevitably 
encompasses the breadth of human endeavour and experience - joy, 
celebration, loss, sadness, achievement, wonder, toil, exasperation, 
passion, sometimes conflict and of course, growth. Through experience 
we grow and learn and for a principal it is no different. In sharing many 
experiences we all learn and grow as individuals and we develop as a 
community. Inevitably the twelve years of shared experience bind us 
together. And then we grow apart and go our own ways. This is the 
unique nature of schools. They are places of transition and social 
organisations as well as educational facilities.  
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Calendar 
DECEMBER 2013 

16 - Yr 10 Photography Incursion 

17 - Yr 8 Gifted & Talented 
Showcase 

18 - Annual Awards Ceremony 

 - Yrs 7-10 Reports issued 

19 - School Development Day 

20 - School Development Day 

 - Yr 12 ATAR Morning Tea 

JANUARY 2014 
28 - School Development Day 

29 - Yrs 7, 11 and 12 return to 
school 

30 - Whole School returns 

FEBRUARY 2014 
4 - Yr 11 Parents Vietnam-

Cambodia Information Evening 

 - School Photos – Day 1 

5 - KHS Swimming Carnival 

6 - School Photos - Day 2 

11 - DEAS Gold Award Information 
Meeting – 6pm – C Block 
Conference Room 

16 - Yr 10 Photography Incursion 
(P1 and 2) 

17 - Yr 7 Camp (2 days) 

19 - Yr 12 Study Skills 

 - P&C Annual General Meeting 

25 - Yr 7 Parent Information Evening 

28 - SJC Mufti Day 

MARCH 2014 
1 - DEAS Gold Practice Expedition 

(4 days) 

7 - Yr 12 Monash University 
STEPS Study 

9 - Yr 11 Jindabyne Camp (6 days) 

10 - Yr 12 Assessment Block 
commences 

18 - Sydney North Swimming 
Carnival 

21 - Yr 8 plus Leadership Groups – 
Incursion – Guest Speaker from 
Beyond Water 

24 - Zone Swimming Carnival 

26 - Yr 11 Mock Interviews 

31 - Athletics Carnival 

APRIL 2014 
3 - CHS Swimming Carnival 

7 - Yr 11 Study Skills  

  
 
I have learned a great deal in my time at Killara HS. And at this time I 
share with the young people and families who inevitably depart, the mixed 
feelings of optimism and regret. There are new challenges ahead, new 
experiences and learning. Sadly it also means letting go of the familiar 
and comfortable – the regret.  

The ups and downs of life are reflected in a school and much of this 
comes through the door of the principal’s office which can occasionally 
feel like the focal point of society’s ills and human misfortune. Sometimes 
immense sadness has intruded in our lives. There have been four tragic 
deaths of young people and five staff funerals in the last twelve years. But 
there are also the joyous occasions when we have celebrated the 
departure of some 2500 HSC students who have commenced new 
phases of their lives. Parents and students have maintained a 40 year 
tradition of hosting Ekuba for our departing HSC students and families 
and the P&C has brought remarkable improvements to the quality of 
facilities for students and staff. And as in any community there have been 
the celebration of eleven weddings and 30 births that keep us future 
focused. 

There are other noteworthy ‘markers’ of development and change. Since 
2002 the school enrolment has grown from 1221 to 1592. In 2002 Year 7 
comprised 176 students 60% of whom were local enrolments. In 2013 the 
equivalent figures are 225 and 93%. Twelve years ago approximately 35% 
of the Year 6 cohort at Killara PS moved into Year 7 at this school. In 
2014 it will be 85%. Through the commitment and hard work of many over 
more than a decade, the community’s confidence in this school has 
grown. It is a collective achievement of which we can all be proud. 

There were no gardens to speak of in 2002 but mums, dads, students 
and staff have transformed the physical environment. The natural 
vegetation has been restored, bush turkeys roam the grounds and at 
least one echidna has been seen on the school site. Scattered about the 
grounds are seedlings from a Moreton Bay Chestnut in Bent St Lindfield 
that my father gave me over the last twelve years, to plant at school. One 
of them is now three or four metres high and when I return in my dotage I 
hope to see a few more in robust maturity and I’ll think of the hours spent 
by so many mums, dads and staff in support of the school, and of my dad 
too who had wanted to be a teacher but circumstances of Depression and 
war denied him the opportunity. We are all fortunate that such limiting 
circumstances are distant memories. 

Continued P3 



Killara High School 3 A great school close to home 

There are too many parents to acknowledge 
individually for their selfless contributions – those 
who catered for student progress review meetings, 
supported working bees, attended P&C meetings, 
contributed to committee meetings, staffed 
information stalls at Open Days, worked in the 
Uniform Shop, sustained the Ekuba tradition, 
organised the 40 years anniversary celebrations, 
supported music evenings and weekly rehearsals, 
transported students to dispersed destinations all 
over Sydney, and those hardy dads and mums who 
participated in the 56 Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
expeditions we conducted in all weathers and 
terrains. Many parents and families have now 
departed but our recollections of shared endeavours 
endure.  

Your patience with an imperfect school and 
sometimes frustrating principal, your tireless 
contributions and the work of many who preceded 
you, have never been taken for granted by me. 
Through your collective efforts we have an amenity 
that many schools would envy and as importantly, a 
culture that is inclusive and caring. The support you, 
the parents and staff, extend to the school in the way 
you interact with others, with our new families and 
with those who seek your counsel about local 
schools, is priceless. It is honest and reinforcing. 
What our children take from these interactions and 
the informal dialogue about this school and 
education, are feelings of worth and cohesion. 
Together you have sustained and developed a 
culture of faith in our education system and the 
commitment to do good things for the benefit of all, 
not least those who may not be as advantaged. 
Through your work as parents and staff you have 
instilled in our young people a flourishing sense of 
social justice and optimism for a better future - for all.  

Each of you has made personal and powerful 
contributions to the education of children, not just 
your own children. From your ranks will come the 
P&C Presidents and volunteers of the future. You 
are role models for the young and one of your 
legacies will be the enduring culture of community 
that envelopes this school, and so many public 
schools, be they here on the North Shore or at 
Blaxcell St PS in South Granville, or Burke Ward 
Public School in Broken Hill. I have been privileged 
to benefit from this culture and your individual and 
collective hard work.  

Sometimes when I’ve asked for your assistance I’ve 
felt exploitative but ultimately this isn’t about 
individual obligation and reciprocities. You contribute 
in a corporate sense to a better school and a better 
future. It is the opposite of selfish, self-serving and 
exclusive behaviour premised on the ‘me’ or ‘I’. As a 
parent put it so succinctly many years ago at the end 
of a P&C meeting as we toyed with the idea of 
change and I expressed doubt about my capacity to 
succeed – “This isn’t about you Mark. It’s about the 
school!” 

 
Over twelve years I’ve been most fortunate to have 
shared with others many wonderful moments. They 
have been both prominent milestones and quieter 
individual achievements in our shared experience. It 
is also very rewarding and warming to encounter 
former students as young men and women who are 
pleased to greet me and tell me of their successes.  
In January 2002 I was escorted to a meeting with the 
captains and prefects by the then HT Welfare who 
said, on the way to the meeting, “Mark you need to 
understand that this school will make you look good.” 
I suspect it was an oblique cautionary note to treat 
the school and its people well, and perhaps it was a 
judicious appeal to my ego, an astute assessment of 
likely ambition in a new principal. But as it turns out, 
the statement “Killara HS will make you look good,” 
was a statement of fact.  

I’ve learned much from many of you, and I’ve been 
the beneficiary of your support for Killara HS and 
public education. Thank you for coming along this 
evening. I feel awkward in its imposition on your own 
busy lives. But I am deeply appreciative. I asked my 
family along this evening so that I could 
acknowledge the contributions of Belinda, Sophie 
Louise and Josephine to the last twelve years of my 
professional life.  Frankly, they have tired of me 
talking about Killara HS but they have supported me 
in every endeavour and accepted the many 
evenings and weekends that have been spent in the 
company of my ‘other children.’ I feel that our family 
has grown up with Killara HS as a major part of our 
lives. So the school marks my family indelibly too. All 
five of us say farewell this evening. And we look 
forward to hearing of the school and its students 
prospering in the years and decades to come.  

And I will always very proudly declare I was a former 
student and principal of Killara HS. 

Mark Carter 
Student 1970 - 75 
Principal 2002 - 2013 
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KHS P&C Farewell to Mark Carter 
The physical occupation of Killara High School 
occurred in1970 and commenced an exciting period 
for a lot of young people. We felt pretty special.  The 
School comprised of Blocks A,B.C & D. The 
Canteen was a single story building. The Culture 
was influenced by strong personalities. The School 
Song was created. The grass down the back was for 
British Bulldog. Students put themselves forward for 
the sporting teams.  Killara High School became the 
benchmark.  
 
One of those first students was Mark Carter. He 
fitted into that group that did sport and study well. 
Mark graduated from Killara High in 1975. 
 
In 2002, having achieved distinction in his chosen 
field of Education, Dr Mark Carter was appointed 
Principal of Killara High School. What goes around 
comes around. After 12 years as Principal, Mark 
leaves the School to take up a role as a Director in 
the Department of Education and to use his skills 
and expertise for the wider good. 
 
Dr Carter was honoured at a function on Thursday 
night attended by Parents, Teachers and Community 
Leaders. Colleagues from the Class of '75 attended. 

The goodwill directed toward him was uplifting. His 
farewell speech was a reflection of the man. Mark is 
a passionate advocate for public education. He 
understood that he was a trustee of the futures of 
the many children who attended the school under his 
leadership. Mark led by example. He attended each 
working bee. He led the kids on Duke of Edinburgh 
walks. The School Uniform was again a sign of 
respect for the school. He nurtured the concepts of 
community and belonging. 
 
As a sign of gratitude to Dr Carter for the legacy he 
leaves, the P&C Association have approved the 
establishment of an annual scholarship in his name 
which will be used to benefit those who strive to 
achieve more. 
 
Killara High School is a place which encourages 
community and participation in a diverse range of 
activities. As evidenced in the words spoken at the 
farewell function, Dr Mark Carter leaves the school 
in a strong position. Our thanks go to a passionate 
advocate of public education. 

Neil Singleton 
Treasurer, KHS P&C Committee 

 
SJC Christmas Hampers 
 
It’s the festive time of year again and the Social 
Justice Committee are making sure as many people 
as possible can celebrate. We have organised for all 
Home Groups to put together a hamper for a family 
that needs a bit of extra cheer. Together with the 
Salvation Army Killara High School will help at least 
forty families this Christmas. The SJC would like to 
thank all staff and students for their generous 
support. 

Josie Tomlinson 
SJC Coordinator 

 

 
 

ATAR Morning Tea for Year 12 Students 
On Friday 20th December 2013, our HSC students will be able to obtain their Australian Tertiary Admission 
Rank (ATAR). On that morning we would like to invite our Year 12 students to come into school to share with 
us their good news and good fortune or to commiserate and help plan if they are not happy. 

We will provide morning tea in the staff common room in A Block and would love to see as many of our 
students as possible.  This is also helpful for our records as the school does not receive this information. 

So, Year 12, it’s a date - on Friday 20th December at 10.30am in the staff common room upstairs in A Block.  
Come and celebrate with your friends and teachers. 

Jane Rountree, Head Teacher Welfare Goran Petkovski, Rel. Head Teacher Stage 6 
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NSW Premier's Reading Challenge 2013 
This year approximately 246,000 students will 
receive certificates across the state from 
kindergarten to year 9. One of our Year 9 students 
Tobias Teh is one of only 150 students to receive 
the Challenge medal. Great effort! 

The following students from Year 7 and 8 received 
their certificates at an assembly last week. They are 
Elizabeth Parsons, Chirath Premaratna, Ehsen 
Shaikh, Claire Vider, Lachlan Law, Angus Teh 
and Michael Boreham, who was absent on that 
day. The highlights of reading for enjoyment were 
emphasised and students were strongly encouraged 
to read and borrow over the holidays. 

 The Year 9 recipients are Jada Anderson, Annie 
Li, Greta Paget and Tobias Teh. 
With staff and parents working together we can 
encourage a continued love of reading among all our 
students. 

 

Karen Jones 
Teacher Librarian 

Year 8 Gifted and Talented Class - Showcase Evening 

Students involved in the Year 8 Killara High School 
Gifted and Talented Program will be holding a 
showcase evening where they will present their 
work and lecture on various topics studied 
throughout the year.  

Parents and family members are invited to attend 
the Kerrabee Theatre at 5.30pm on 17th 
December 2013.  

Parents and students who are interested in this 
Year 8 program are also invited to gain an 
appreciation of the academic requirements of this 
program. 

Proposed program 

• Welcome and student showcases in the 
Kerrabee Theatre at 5:30 pm 

• Completion of an online educational activity 
created by students 

• Farewell in the Kerrabee theatre by 730 pm 

This showcase evening has a dual objective.  It will 
be an evening where important information about 
the program is disseminated to parents about the 
area of study undertaken throughout the year. 
Secondly, it will provide students with an audience 
to implement their online learning activities and to 
develop their public speaking skills.  

This evening is designed to be a celebration of the 
work completed by students in this program. 
Selection for the 2014 class will not be associated 
with this event. Student identification and selection 
information will be provided next year. 

Please complete the RSVP slip below and have 
your child return it to Mr. Robin Chand in the House 
office by Monday 16th December 2013.  

Robin Chand 
GATS Coordinator 

Relieving Head Teacher Stage 5 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

RSVP 
 

Return to Mr Robin Chand in the House by Monday 16th December 2013 

Year 8 Gifted and Talented Class – Showcase Evening 
 

Name of child: _________________________________ Number of people attending: _________ 

Parent / carer signature: _________________________  Date: ____________________________
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Year 7 Bronze Star Swimming Certificate Presentation 

    
Year 7 Science Excursion 

 
Year 8 Gold Merit Awards Presentation 

Uniform Shop News 
The Uniform Shop is always looking for more 
volunteers! If you are interested and can spare a few 
hours each term to assist in the uniform shop please 
contact Yvette Vink via email on: 
killara.uniform@gmail.com 

Every little bit of time you can spare helps! Without 
your help the Uniform Shop will not be able to 
function smoothly. It is a great way to meet other 
parents or even spend some time with your friends 
whilst helping the school 

The Uniform Shop is managed by the P&C 
Association and is staffed by volunteers who help at 
the Uniform Shop on Tuesdays between 8am and 
12pm during school term, as well as other days 
throughout the year.  The only qualification is a 

willingness to help and meet other members of the 
school community.  

The last day the Uniform Shop will be open for 2013 
is Tuesday 17th December 8am to 12pm.  

Extra opening hours for 2014 

Friday 24th January   9am – 12pm 
Wednesday 29th January  8am – 12pm 
Thursday 30th January   8am – 12pm 
Tuesday 4th February  8am – 12pm         

Normal opening hours 
Every Tuesday in the school term - 8am – 12pm. 

Kim McPartlin, Uniform Shop Manager 
Email: khscp@yahoo.com.au 

mailto:killara.uniform@gmail.com
mailto:khscp@yahoo.com.au
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The School Uniform 

Girls’ Uniforms 
Junior    (Years  7 – 10) Senior    (Years  11 – 12) 

Winter Summer Winter Summer 
Tartan skirt with: 
• Long sleeved white 

blouse with Tartan 
collar (worn with or 
without Junior tie) 

• Tartan dress Tartan skirt, with either: 
• Long sleeved white 

blouse with Senior 
tie, or 

• Long sleeved white 
blouse with Tartan 
trim (no tie) 

 

Tartan skirt, with: 
• Short sleeved senior 

blouse with Tartan 
trim (no tie) 

 

• Black cotton 
stockings 

• Black opaque 
stockings 

• Short  white socks • Black cotton 
stockings 

• Black opaque 
stockings 

• Short  white socks 

• Black school shoes • Black school shoes • Black school shoes • Black school shoes 
• Cotton/woollen 

jumper 
• Soft-shell jacket 
• Blazer 

• Cotton/woollen 
jumper 

• Soft-shell jacket 
• Blazer 

• Cotton/woollen 
jumper 

• Soft-shell jacket 
• Blazer 

• Cotton/woollen 
jumper 

• Soft-shell jacket 
• Blazer 

Navy or forest green 
scarf (optional) 

 Navy or forest green 
scarf (optional) 

 

 

Sports Uniform – all year round (same for Junior and Senior years) 
• Sports Shirt – microfibre with logo • Track jacket 
• Sports Shorts – microfibre with logo • Basketball singlet (if required) 
• Track pants  
 

Boys’ Uniforms 
Junior    (Years  7 – 10) Senior    (Years  11 – 12) 

Winter Summer Winter Summer 
Trousers – long mid 
Grey, with: 

• Long sleeved white 
shirt with Tartan 
collar (can be worn 
with or without Junior 
tie) 

Shorts – mid Grey with: 

• Short sleeved white 
shirt with Crest (no 
tie), or 

• Short sleeved plain 
white shirt and no 
Crest (worn with 
Junior tie) 

 

Trousers – long mid 
Grey, with: 

• Long sleeved plain 
white shirt (worn with 
Senior tie) 

Trousers – long mid 
Grey, with: 

• Short sleeved or long 
sleeved plain white 
shirt (worn with 
Senior tie) 

• Mid Grey (above 
ankle) socks 

• Mid Grey (above 
ankle) socks 

• Mid Grey (above 
ankle) socks 

• Mid Grey (above 
ankle) socks 

• Black school shoes • Black school shoes • Black school shoes • Black school shoes 
• Cotton/woollen 

jumper 
• Soft-shell jacket 
• Blazer 

• Cotton/woollen 
jumper 

• Soft-shell jacket 
• Blazer 

• Cotton/woollen 
jumper 

• Soft-shell jacket 
• Blazer 

• Cotton/woollen 
jumper 

• Soft-shell jacket 
• Blazer 

 

Sports Uniform – all year round (same for Junior and Senior years) 
• Sports Shirt – microfibre with logo • Track jacket 
• Sports Shorts – microfibre with logo • Basketball singlet (if required) 
• Track pants  
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From the Library 
Non-Fiction in detail 
 
Bridges, Michelle. Australian Calorie Counter 
This book gives you everything you need to make 
the right food choices. Comprehensive energy 
information on thousands of fresh and packaged 
foods. Practical advice for maintain a healthy weight.  
Great tips for breaking bad habits. 
 
Lonely Planet’s Best in Travel 2013 
Lonely Planet ranks the top 10 countries, regions 
and cities to visit in 2013. The best travel 
experiences for the year ahead, from enjoying 
Europe’s latest City of Culture in Slovakia to touring 
Addis Ababa, Africa’s rising star. Over 35 events 
mapped out month by month in the 2013 travel 
planner. 
 
Snook, Barbara. Dance for Senior Students 
Focus on dance appreciation and choreography. 
Examination of a range of dance works studied 
throughout Australia. Detailed classroom activities 
and choreographic tasks. A full-colour, highly 
photographic design. 
 
Cooney, Daniel. The Complete Guide to Figure 
Drawing for Comics and Graphic Novels 
Aimed at anyone who wants to draw for comic books 
or graphic novels, this book provides the definitive 
guide to getting your figure drawing absolutely right. 
The book gives readers a thorough grounding in 
drawing the human form, and it explains the 
techniques of posing and photographing models, 
and using the resulting photographs as reference for 
your finished drawings. 
 
Griffiths, Mark. Woodworking for the Weekend 
This book features a range of projects that take from 
just a couple of hours to a whole weekend to make. 

The projects are suitable for experienced and novice 
woodworkers alike, with clear, step-by-step 
instructions, inspiring photographs and helpful how-
to illustrations. 
 
Perry, Vicky. Abstract Painting Concepts and 
Techniques 
Abstraction allows man to see with his mind what he 
cannot physically see with his eyes….Abstract art 
enables the artist to perceive beyond the tangible, to 
extract the infinite out of the finite. It is emancipation 
of the mind. It is an explosion into unknown areas. 
 
Gordon, Beverly. Textiles: the Whole Story 
A worldwide history for anyone with a passion for 
textiles and textile arts. The author bridges past and 
present from the Stone Age, when humans first 
learned to make cordage or thread, to twenty-first-
century “smart fabrics”, which can regulate body 
temperature or measure the wearer’s pulse. Her 
discussion integrates art, science, history, and 
anthropology, and she draws on examples from 
around the globe. 
 
Mahoney, Blair. Poetry Remastered 
This book offers new ways for you to investigate 
poetry through the key areas of imagery, sound 
devices, form and structure, mood and theme, and 
historical and authorial context. It uncovers the 
different meanings embedded in poems by exploring 
them through a variety of critical reading frameworks. 
It helps you to develop sophisticated ways of 
comparing and contrasting poetic styles by looking 
closely at the structures and features specific to this 
literary form. 

 
Karen Jones and Francie Campbell 

Teacher-Librarians 

 
 

East Killara Uniting Church 
You, and your family and friends, are  warmly welcomed to attend our 

 Christmas Service for all the Family 
Held at the Church, corner of Wentworth and Fairbairn Avenues, East Killara, on 

Tuesday, 24th December 2013 at 7:30pm 
Sunday Morning Worship Services with Sunday School commence at 9:00am 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month in Morning Worship, 
Starting in 2014 on Sunday, 5th January 

 
Postal Address: PO Box 335, Killara, NSW, 2071 

Minister:  Rev Young-Dae Lee    Secretary: Mrs Rosalind Hobbes.  
23 Wentworth Ave, East Killara  Telephone: 9499 2513 
Telephone: 9418 1714.  Mobile: 0410 464 311  
Email: y31d@yahoo.com 

mailto:y31d@yahoo.com
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Scout Christmas 
Tree Sale 

Get your Christmas tree from the 2nd St Ives 
Scout troop this festive season. 

Saturday 14th December  
8am - 2pm 

Former Camellia Grove Nursery site 
Mona Vale Rd 
St Ives 
 
Beautiful trees priced  
between:  $60 - $80 
Stands: $40 

Delivery $20 –  
available to St Ives  
and Gordon only 

Order online today at 
http://www.2ndstivesscouts.org.au/ or simply 
come buy on the day. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Killara District Christian 
Education Association  

PO Box 34, Killara. 2071 
 

The Protestant Christian SRE teachers would like 
to wish the students and their families a joyous 
Christmas and holiday season.   

May it be a time of refreshment and safety.  We 
look forward to partnering with you in teaching the 
students in 2014. 

 
 

 
 

 
Bring a picnic rug and nibbles, 

and join the fun at 
All Saints’ Carols on Moore 

Sunday, 15th December 
Sausage Sizzle at 6.30pm 

and celebrate Christmas from 7.30pm 
with the  

Turrumburra Concert Band 
and 

The Beaumont Road Big Band 
11 Moore Ave, West Lindfield 

www.aswl.org.au 
 
 

  

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=5834add7500d4cfc841d3c877b922a68&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.2ndstivesscouts.org.au%2f
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