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Calendar 
October 2012 

20 - Roseville Public School 
Musicale 

 - Vocal Ensemble performance 
at Town Hall (2 days) 

23 - Yr 8 Geography Excursion 

24 - Yr 9 PDM and Yr 11 Visual Arts 
Excursion – Sculpture by the 
Sea and Gallery 

26 - Yr 9 PASS Wheelchair sports 

29 - Year 10 Final Assessment 
commences 

 - Ryde Schools Spectacular 

31 - Yr 9 Geography Excursion 

November 2012 
2 - Yr 11 SRE Seminar (P2) 

5 - Yr 11 Legal Studies – Legal Aid 
Talk at school 

6 - Yr 7 Vaccination – HPV3 and 
catch-up 

8 - Grade Sport Semi Finals 

9 - Yr 11 Society & Culture – PIP 
Day  

11 - Grounds Working Bee – 
8.15am 

12 - Yr 11 Food Technology 
Excursion 

13 - Yr 7 Vaccinations – HPV Dose 
3 and HepB Dose 2 

 - ESSA online 

14 - PAE Music Night – Kerrabee 
Hall 

15 - Grade Sport Finals 

16 - Yr 11 Society & Culture 
Excursion – State Library 

 - Lindfield PS Music Night 

19 - Yr 7 Lifesaving (4 days) 

 - Yr 10 Work Experience and 
Service Learning (2 week) 

21 - P&C Meeting 8pm – A Block 
Common Room 

23 - Schools’ Spectacular (2 nights)

26 - Yr 11 HSC Assessment block 
commences 

 - Menindee Student Exchange 
(all week) 

27 - Yr 9 Lifesaving (4 days) 

 - Small Schools Orientation Day

30 - Yr 8 Science Excursion to 
Darling Harbour 

 

Interschool Chess Competition  
The three Killara High chess teams have completed the interschool 
competition that ran during second term (with finals in third term). 
Many schools enter teams and the competition is split into groups of teams 
in the same area that play each other. 

The junior A team (Joe Chua, Marco Ma, Nima Kermani, Ju Young Lee 
and Jayden Wang - all in year 8) came first in their group of eight teams. 
Joe won all his games and Nima won all but one. The team went through to 
the Metropolitan North Regional finals but was knocked out in the quarter 
finals. 
The junior B team (Michael Boreham, Matthew Tee, Benjamin Seeto and 
Kevin Havdahl - all in year 7) came fifth in their group of eight teams. 
Benjamin won all but one of his games. 

The junior C team (Johnny Benstead, Aroon Partha, Jordan Van Wyk 
and Tony Zhong - all in year 7), in the same group as the A team, came 
sixth. Aroon won all but two of his games. 

Killara also entered two teams 
(Jordan Van Wyk, Matthew 
Tee and Johnny Benstead; 
Benjamin Seeto, Michael 
Boreham and Kevin Havdahl) 
in the Secondary Schools One-
Day Tournament on 24th June 
– see photo from the round 
when they played each other. 
Both teams finished in the 
middle of a field of the 29 
junior (Years 7 – 9) teams. 
Benjamin was the highest scorer. 

Thanks to all the players and the parents who drove them. 
Kym Haines, Chess Coordinator 

Did You Know? 
Katie Lee and Bo Jensen (Year 10) 
recently competed in the National 
Taekwondo Championship at Olympic Park.  

In the technical discipline 3rd Dan black belt, 
Katie came third, winning bronze and in the 
2nd Dan black belt Bo came fourth.  

Both divisions are extremely difficult and to 
achieve third and fourth places at a National 
Championship is outstanding. 

 

 

 
 

Head Lice 
A number of cases of head lice have been reported at Killara High School so 
could parents please be especially vigilant. Treatment for this irritating and 
uncomfortable problem needs to be thorough and often repeated. All bed 
linen and brushes etc must also be included in the treatment if head lice are 
to be eradicated as quickly as possible.  
  



Killara High School 3 A great school close to home 

The Student Leadership Council (SLC) 2012-2013 
After a process of nomination, interview and election 
which concluded last week, the SLC for 2013 was 
formed. The SLC consists of the leaders of each of 
the five leadership groups in the school. It oversees 
the various projects the different leadership groups 
organise and facilitates communication and co-
operation between the groups.  

The SLC promotes the interests of Killara students 
and their school and forms the communication 
channel between the school, parent body (P&C) and 
students. It is coordinated by Mrs Judy Paszek, 
Deputy Principal, and Mrs Liesl Williamson, Head 
Teacher Stage 5. 

The members of the SLC for 2012-2013 are: 

School Captains:  
Alexander Mura and Roxanna Swart 

Arts Council: 
 Emily Layson  Captain   

Emma Norrington  Captain 

Prefects: 
 Samuel Mackay Senior Prefect 
 Thea Margalit  Senior Prefect 

Social Justice Committee: 
 Curtis Chan  President   
 Romy Silver  Vice President   

Sports Council: 
 Kshitij Prasad  Captain   
 Clarissa Yee  Captain    

Student Representative Council: 
 Lucy Gamaroff  President   
 Deborah Lowenstein  Vice President   

An Induction Ceremony will be held today, Thursday 
18th October 2012. 

Congratulations to these fine student leaders and we 
look forward to a wonderful year of student leaders’ 
initiatives. 
Liesl Williamson,  
Student Leadership Coordinator 

WANTED! 
String players to go on South Coast Tour 

Wednesday 5th December to Friday 7th December 2012 

Reward 

 Visiting Primary schools  Outside performances 
 Visiting Local sites  Jamberoo 

Please contact Jacki Berry for further information : Jacqueline.berry@det..nsw.edu.au 

Strings, Orchestra and Vocal Ensemble are going on tour for 3 days ! 
 

Performing Arts Ensembles - Important Dates for your Calendar 
CB2,Vocal Ensemble  Gordon East Public School  Friday 19th October 2012 

SS Choir  Schools Spectacular Rehearsal  Monday 22nd October 2012 

SS Choir  Schools Spectacular Rehearsal  Monday 29th October 2012 

Vocal Ensembles  Remembrance Day Service  Thursday 8th November 2012  

SS Choir  Schools Spectacular Rehearsal  Tuesday 13th November 2012 

All Ensembles  Performing Arts Ensemble End of 
Year Concert  

Wednesday 14th November 2012  
Time: 7.00pm  

SS Choir  Schools Spectacular Rehearsal  Thursday 22nd November 2012 

SB1  Schools Spectacular Performance  Friday 23rd November 2012 

SS Choir  Schools Spectacular Performance  Saturday 24th November 2012 

Strings, Orchestra & Vocal 
Ensemble  

South Coast Tour Wednesday 5th  Friday 7th December 2012 

Stage 5  Completion Ceremony   Friday 14th December 2012 

SB1 & Vocal Ensemble  Presentation Day  Wednesday 19th December 2012 
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2012 UNSW Law Essay Competition 
This year’s essay topic marked the 20th anniversary 
of the Mabo decision. Judges included academics 
from UNSW Law’s Indigenous Law Centre who were 
impressed with the very high standard of entries and 
the students’ understanding of the issues 
surrounding the Mabo decision. 

Congratulations to Nicholas Yeun (Year 12) who 
achieved Third Place. 

Nick’s essay is reproduced below:  

In 1992, the Prime Minister Paul Keating said that 
the High Court decision in Mabo ‘establishes a 
fundamental truth and lays the basis for justice.’ 
What did he mean by this statement? 

Throughout Australia’s history, the rights of 
Indigenous people have often been violated, their 
history denied.  Justice was non-existent.  Paul 
Keating’s iconic speech, the Redfern Address, 
raised important issues regarding the rights and 
welfare of Indigenous Australians.  The ‘fundamental 
truth’ he describes is found in the ‘overruling of the 
common law doctrine of terra nullius’1. These truths 
created the groundwork for the official process of 
native title claims and recognised a set of collective 
rights for Indigenous people.  These rights laid ‘the 
basis for justice’ as they constituted a substantive 
and progressive change towards Indigenous 
recognition and reconciliation.  However, despite its 
grand optimism Keating’s statement risks being an 
                                                 
1 Kirby, Michael – “In Defence of Mabo” [1994] JCULawRw3 

idealistic simplification of justice. His silence on 
complex matters of sovereignty, self-determination 
and compensation leaves his notion of justice 
incomplete.   

The Mabo2  case established ‘a fundamental truth’ 
through its rejection of the two hundred year fiction 
of terra nullius.  The High Court recognised that 
Crown sovereignty did not necessarily extinguish 
native title.  Moreover, it accepted the continual 
relationship between Indigenous customs and 
traditional lands.  These statutory and common law 
changes reflect the reality of Australian history, that 
Indigenous civilisation was extant prior to British 
colonisation.  The progressive dispossession of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders from their 
lands 3  was explicitly recognised in Mabo and 
subsequently incorporated within the Native Title Act 
1993 (Cth).  The truth of Australia’s history is that 
Indigenous people are the legitimate pioneers of this 
nation.  

Formal recognition is an antecedent for justice and 
Indigenous reconciliation.  The implementation of 
legislation and an official procedure for native title 
claims forms a mechanism by which justice can be 
achieved.  Legislation such as the Aboriginal Land 
Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976, which 
preceded native title law, ‘has led to some 40% of 
the [Northern] Territory being returned to Aboriginal 
ownership’ 4 .  Moreover, the National Native Title 
Register has recorded a total of 179 determinations; 
136 of which have upheld the existence of native 
title 5 . Thus, successes through the native title 
process are clear signs that Keating’s anticipation of 
justice can be accomplished through legislative and 
justiciable means.   

Although the Native Title Act enables ‘Indigenous 
people throughout Australia to claim traditional’6 land 
ownership, these rights only extend to vacant and 
unalienated Crown land.  Thus, Nations in the urban 
regions most affected by colonisation, such as the 
Eora and Kulin in Sydney and Melbourne, cannot 
effectively reclaim their traditional lands.  This 
highlights the inherent disparity within native title to 

                                                 
2 (No 2) (1992) 175 CLR 1 
3 Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) Preamble ‘They have been 
progressively dispossessed of their lands’ 
4 W Deans, ‘Land, Rights, Laws: Issues of Native Title’, vol. 2, 
no. 24, 2003, retrieved 19 April 2012,  
<http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/ntru/docs/publications/issues/ip03v2
n24.pdf> 
5 National Native Title Tribunal, Facts and Figures, 2012, 
retrieved 19 April 2012,  
<http://www.nntt.gov.au/Information-about-native-
title/Pages/Factsandfigures.aspx> 
6 Native Title Research Unit, Overturning the Doctrine of Terra 
Nullius: The Mabo Case, retrieved 15 April 2012, 
<http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/ntru/docs/resources/resourceissues/
mabo.pdf> 
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guarantee justice for all Indigenous people.  In order 
to truly lay the ‘basis for justice’, native title must be 
accessible to all prospective claimants.   

Keating interprets the ‘fundamental truth’ as the 
disposal of terra nullius and predicts advancement 
toward justice. But he could not, or did not, foresee 
the significant concerns that arose from Mabo. 
Subsequent decisions have diminished the overall 
effectiveness of native title. For example, Members 
of the Yorta Yorta Community v Victoria7 imposed 
stringent requirements on native title claims.  
Specifically, the decision ‘placed greater emphasis 
on proving unbroken custom and traditions that pre-
date British sovereignty’8.  Furthermore, French J 
observed in Western Australia v Ward9, ‘that native 
title, as a bundle of rights, may be extinguished in 
part or incrementally’ 10 .  Although Mabo laid ‘the 
basis for justice’, this basis is fragile 11 .  Clearly, 
Indigenous people cannot fully achieve justice if 
native title is the only avenue of pursuit.   

Beyond the legal specificities of native title, Mabo 
can be seen as a catalyst that paved the way 
towards Indigenous reconciliation.  In particular, it 
echoed growing sentiment advocating for the 
acknowledgement of Indigenous rights.  Keating 
admitted that ‘the starting point might be to 
recognise that the problem starts with us non-
Aboriginal Australians’.  The embodiment of 
Indigenous rights in various laws 12  fosters a 
harmonious cooperation between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous people.  Since Mabo, groups such 
as the National Congress of Australia’s First Peoples 
have emerged, building ‘new relationships with 
government, industry and among communities’ 13 .  
This cooperation is essential to the advancement 
and protection of the rights of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islanders.   

Ultimately, justice describes the respectful 
coexistence between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous Australians.  This can be achieved 
through the integration of common and customary 
laws, social recognition and the eventuality of 
Indigenous self-determination.  Examples of 
integrative coexistence have arisen since Mabo via 

                                                 
7 (2002) HCA 58 
8 Buchanan, Andrew – ‘Yorta Yorta – Some further 
consideration’, 2003, retrieved on 19 April 2012,  
<http://www.aar.com.au/pubs/nat/fonatjan03.htm> 
9 (2002) 191 ALR 1 
10 French, Justice Robert – “Western Australia v Ward: devils 
and angels in the detail” (FCA) [2002] FedJSchol 14 
11 Buchanan, loc. cit.  
12 Racial Discrimination Act 1975 (Cth), Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Commission Act 1989 (Cth), Aboriginal Land 
Rights Act 1983 (NSW)  
13 National Congress of Australia’s First Peoples – Constitution, 
2010, retrieved 20 April 2012,  
<http://natiotu.customers.ilisys.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2010/12/101201-National-Congress-
Constitution-Amended.pdf> 

decisions such as Wik Peoples v The State of 
Queensland14.  Although it concluded that pastoral 
leases would prevail over native title in areas of 
inconsistency, ‘the Court held that the grant of 
relevant leases did not confer on the lessees 
exclusive possession of the land under lease’ 15 .  
Furthermore, academics such as Marcia Langton 
have argued that pastoral leases and native title 
“show that coexistence can and does work”16.  Thus, 
it is evident that Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
coexistence is fundamental in establishing justice.   

Despite this optimism, Keating’s remarks risk both 
idealism and over simplification. The question is 
whether Keating meant the “basis for justice” in a 
fundamental sense or simply the fragment of a 
greater endeavour.  Mabo alone is an insufficient 
foundation when so many concerns relating to 
Indigenous welfare are neglected. Issues of 
compensation arising from native title disputes, 
victims of cultural assimilation and of the stolen 
generation are deemed unnecessary and virtually 
ignored.  Legally, customary law and native title are 
deemed inferior to various aspects of common law.  
Questions of sovereignty are ignored. Moreover, 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders are denied the 
basic right of self-determination, which is enshrined 
in the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights 17 .  Until Indigenous Australians are 
recompensed and these various challenges are 
addressed, the basis of justice has not been laid, but 
suppressed.   

The rejection of terra nullius undeniably established 
‘a fundamental truth’, the ‘basis for justice’ and 
progress.  Mabo inspired a progressive transition 
towards Indigenous reconciliation. However, 
significant concerns are yet to be resolved in 
repairing two hundred years of discrimination and 
inequality.  If the intent in Keating’s optimism is to be 
given its fullest effect many more and varied steps 
are required to secure the path towards justice. 

                                                 
14 (1996) 187 CLR 1 
15 Gal, Daniel – “An Overview of the Wik Decision” [1997] 
UNSWLawJl5; (1997) 20(2) University of New South Wales 
Law Journal 488 
16 B Stevenson, ‘The Wik Decision and After’, Queensland 
Parliamentary Library, 1997, retrieved on 20 April 2012, 
<http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/explore/Researc
hPublications/researchBulletins/rb0497bs.pdf>   
17 Article 1, International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, opened for signature 16 December 1966, 999 UNTS 171 
(entered into force 23 March 1976) 
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From the Library 
A great resource for all! 

If you wish to access newspapers, journals and 
academic periodicals for your subject needs, don’t 
forget EbscoHost! (You can access this at home 
also!) EbscoHost provides full text articles on topics. 
You can email, print or save them!  

Here's how: 

1. Click on EbscoHost, located in the left hand 
margin on our Login page, or alternatively, 
Google:  EbscoHost    
Type in the following user name and password: 

          USER NAME:      s9208108 

          PASSWORD:      password 

2.  Pick Select, then Continue.     

3.  Click on the a particular subject database listed, 
or alternatively click on the first database, 
Australia/New Zealand Reference Centre, then 
enter your search terms. (Please see the 
Teacher-Librarians if you need any assistance.) 

New fiction in detail 

JORDAN,   Sherryl Ransomwood 
Spurned by her lover, and with her uncle threatening 
to marry her off to his odious widowed brother, 
Gwenifer is almost relieved to be sent away to escort 
the magistrate’s old, blind mother to Ransomwood, 
where the tears of the statue of the Holy Mother are 
said to have healing qualities. Together with Harry, 
the village halfwit, who is escaping a sentence of 
hanging for being in charge of an ox that trampled a 
child almost to death, they embark on a perilous 
journey ….. each of them looking for a different kind 
of healing. 

LAWRENCE, L.S. Hammering Iron 
In a bronze-age world ruled by Lords and Kings, the 
lives of commoners are cheap and short.  Two 
brothers, Niko and Paramon, warrior and clerk, are 
forced apart.  One brother will discover a secret that 
changes everything a secret that men will not 
hesitate to kill for. 

LYNCH, P.J. Charles Dickens,  A Christmas Carol 
First published in 1843, A Christmas Carol resonates 
with the spirit of Christmas.  It tells the story of 
Ebenezer Scrooge, a mean old skinflint who hates 
everyone.  On a Christmas Eve as cold as his heart, 
he receives three ghostly visitors - the spirits of 
Christmas Past, Present and Yet to Come.  They 
task him on an amazing and sometimes terrifying 
journey, in the course of which the penny-pinching 
miser is transformed. P.J. Lynch’s beautifully 

produced edition captures with phenomenal detail 
the story’s spookiness and glee. 

NICHOLLS, Johanna  Ghost Gum Valley 
This powerful story brings to life a volatile era – 
manipulation and revenge, a duel of honour, the 
birth of a theatre, a murder trial.  Above all, Ghost 
Gum Valley is a wonderful love story between two 
delightful characters who are struggling to break free 
from the past and embrace the future. 

ROSE, Malcolm Traces 
When there’s a murder mystery to solve the 
authorities send in their top team.  Sixteen-year-old 
forensic investigator Luke Harding has the best 
detective instincts around and his right-hand robot, 
Malc, is equipped with lasers and scanners for 
finding evidence at the toughest of crime scenes.  
Together Luke and Malc have the talent to crack any 
crime. 

ROTHFUSS, Patrick The Wise Man’s Fear 
My name is Kvothe.  You may have heard of me.   
The man was lost.  The myth remained.  Kvothe – 
the dragon slayer, the renowned swordsman, the 
most feared, famed and notorious wizard the world 
has even seen – vanished without warning and 
without trace.  And even now, when he has been 
found, when darkness is rising in the corners of the 
world, he will not return. But this story lives on and 
for the first time Kvothe is going to tell it. 

ROY, James  City 
In his acclaimed book Town, James Roy charted the 
social tapestry of a country town as seen through the 
eyes of thirteen young residents.  The young people 
in City are linked in a very different way - through 
chance meetings, found objects, social connections, 
the civil disobedience of the shadowy Poet and the 
streets of a city. 

WAKEFIELD, Vicki Friday Brown 
On Murungal Creek, a ghost town in the outback, 
Friday must face her own past.  She learns that 
family, like fate, is more than what you’re born with --
- and that live is always worth fighting for. 

New non-fiction: 

COOK, Peter J. Clean Energy, Climate and Carbon 

EVANS, Kathleen & MINNS, Sarah.  Kath’s Miracle 

FLANNERY, Tim (Editor) Watkin Tench 1788  

TUTTLE PUBLISHING Essential Japanese – Speak 
Japanese with Confidence 

LANE, Rachael. Wok - one wok, 200 recipes    
Karen Jones and Francie Campbell 
Teacher-Librarians 

 
 



Killara High School 12 A great school close to home 

Chatswood – Killara -  
St Ives - Barrenjoey 

Inter-School Christian 
Fellowship (ISCF) 

Camp 
9th- 11th November 2012 

Camp Kedron, Ingelside 

Information and registration forms are available at 
TAG or from Mr Mulready in the CAPA Faculty. 

 
Paul Fletcher MP with Rotary Club of 

Lindfield present 
The Second Annual  

Bradfield Comedy Debate 
The debate on the topic “That we get the politicians 
we deserve” will feature ABC Political Journalist 
Annabel Crabb, radio and TV presenter/writer 
Jonathan (Jono) Coleman, writer/director of ABC 
TV’s Rake Peter Duncan and other accomplished 
speakers. 

When: Sunday 28th October  

Time: Between 4.00pm and 6.00pm. 

Where: Lorraine Smith Auditorium, Ravenswood 
School for Girls 

Cost: $35 Adults; $20 Students 

Book: Via www.paulfletcher.com.au or 9416 3638 

All proceeds to support this year’s recipient charity: 
Studio Artes, Hornsby – a local charity serving 

disabled adults 
 

Struggling With A Teenager Who Answers 
Back? 

BACKCHAT is a 2.5 hour workshop for parents and 
carers of teenagers that includes: 

• Learning how to restore a respectful and positive 
relationship between you and your teenager 

•  Understanding what it’s like being a teenager 
today 

• Learning how to talk so they will listen and how to 
listen so they will talk 

When:  Thursday 8th November – 6:00 – 8:30pm 

Where: Lane Cove Library, Library Walk, Lane Cove 

Who: Presented by Northern Sydney & Central 
Coast Child and Adolescent Parenting in 
partnership with Lane Cove Council 

Cost:  Free 

Tea and biscuits provided 

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL! 

To make a booking call 8425 8700 and ask for the 
intake worker, or email: 

naremburnfamilyservice@dbb.org.au 
 
 

PARENT FORUM 
Building Positive Mental Health 

The aim of this forum is to educate parents on 
strategies, which create an environment of positive 
mental health, within your family and help build 
resilience in your Teenager. The forum will ensure 
parents have a repertoire of practical approaches, to 
instil coping strategies in their children, that let them 
‘bounce back’ during challenges, like Stress, 
Depression, Anger, Failure and Social Pressures.  

About the Speaker:  

David Citer has been working as an Adolescent and 
Family Counsellor for the past 13 years in 
Adolescent Mental Health Facilities. David has been 
managing the Ku-ring-gai Youth Development 
Service (KYDS) in Lindfield for almost 6 years. 
KYDS is a free counselling service for every 12 to 18 
years old young person and family living on the 
North Shore of Sydney. David has also been the 
Chair of the Hornsby/Ku-ring-gai Youth Network and 
Chair of the Northern Sydney Mental Health Working 
Party for the past 3 years.  

Date:  Monday 22nd October 2012  

Venue:  Level 3 Ku-ring-gai Council Chambers 
(818 Pacific Hwy), Gordon 

Time: 6.30 to 8.30  

Cost:  $5.00 donation to KYDS  

Bookings: Ku-ring-gai Council Youth Services on 
9424 0837 or youth@kmc.nsw.gov.au  

More information: Please visit www.kyds.org.au 
 

Free Information Sessions for Parents/Carers 

Living with Teenagers 

“Understanding Social Networking –  
Cyber Strategies” 

When: Wednesday 24th October 2012 

Where: Mission Australia, 1 Coronation Street, 
Hornsby 

Who: Reach Foundation 

Enquiries/Bookings: Please contact CAFS 
(Mission Australia) on 9482 1366 during 
business hours.  Booking essential. 

 

 


